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liberty, which, if it did not exist, would annihilate all responsibility and guilt. 
We cannot see that Herr Fahfion is happy in his presentation of his case, 
and we think that he neither sees the salient point of the problem, nor that 
his solution will prove satisfactory. 

La Fonction de la Memoire et le Souvenir Affectit. Par Fr. Paulhan. 
Paris : Felix Alcan, fiditeur. 1904. Pp. 178. Price, 2 fr., 50c. 
This treatise on the function of memory by a prominent French savant, 
one of the best known contributors to the Revue Philosophique, attempts to 
understand the problem of recollection by analysing the process of effective 
memory and then applying it to intellectual memory and generalizing it. 
The book contains many valuable suggestions, but is upon the whole dis- 
appointing as it does not really give a definite solution or offer a clear 
explanation of the nature of memory. 

Le Fonctionnisme Universel. Essai de Synthese Philosophique. Monde 
Sensible. Par Henry Lagrisille. Paris : Librairie Fischbacher. 1902. 
Pp. 580. 

This stately volume offers under the title " Universal Functionism," a 
learned attempt at a philosophical synthesis, the first part of which forms 
a general introduction, and the second part treats the physical orders which 
are explained by sixty instructive illustrations in the text. M. Lagresille 
starts with the proposition that metaphysics must form the summit of science 
and must lead to the establishment of the identity of the constitutive elements 
of reason and actual cognition or sense-experience. Metaphysics should not 
be separated from its base but should remain in connection with the objective 
senses. This leads to a theory of functionism which serves as a metaphysics 
of the object, and of the subjects, and of the moral world. The second 
chapter is devoted to a methodical conception of functionism, the third to 
speculative science, the fourth to the science of principles, the fifth to the 
series of phenological principles, the sixth to hypotheses as the method of 
development, the seventh to concepts as the principle of definition for the 
sciences. 

The second part, which treats of the physical orders of the external 
world, discusses a series of sceintific problems, such as the constitution of 
matter: (1) matter and atoms; (2) a representation of the imponderable 
world and the atomistic principle of ether; (3) molecular genesis, which is a 
representation of the chemical world and chemical atoms ; (4) the motions 
of light; (5) the motions of electricity; (6) chemical motions and the har- 
monisation of the different motions. The third book discusses the problems 
of the organized world and shows how we must comprehend its develop- 
ment; its different phases as peaceable and active evolution of nature, its 
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spirit and its directive forces as follows: (]) the government of nature is 
like a personal and intelligent power ; (2) the physiological conception of 
nerves and the cell; (3) pleuri-cellular systems; (4) biological considera- 
tions; (5) treatises on paleontology; (6) speculations of anthropology. The 
fourth and last book treats of the cosmic world; (1) the evolution of the 
sun as a star; (2) of the planets and the earth; (3) the formation of the 
earth in its different phases ; Plutonic, Neptonic, and changes of the atmos- 
phere at different epochs, taking into consideration also the life of planets 
in general and the natural end of the earth ; (4) nebulas and higher worlds ; 
(5) the intelligible nature which directs the thought on evolution; (6) 
general recapitulation and final reflections. This last book contains a classi- 
fication of the phenomenal world and draws a parallel between the natural 
and the artificial systems of the sciences. Tt explains the evolution of the 
sciences and gives us a bird's-eye view of the entire sensible world. 

Combat pour l'Individu. Par Georges Palante. Paris: Felix Alcan, 
Editeur. 1904. Pp. 232. Price, 3 fr„ 75c. 

Since Nietzsche gained prominence in the philosophical world, the 
problem of individualism has come to the front, or possibly the reverse 
is the case. Individualism is asserting itself, and so the philosophy of 
individualism gains recognition. The present book by Georges Palante is an 
independent essay which sets forth the struggle for and of the individual 
against the factors which from all sides appear to hem it in. The author 
looks upon society as the environment of the individual and thus society 
appears as his enemy. Therefore the individual has to assert itself against 
its tyranny which appears in several forms as I'esprit de corps, as the 
administrative spirit, as the spirit of the family, of the class, of the social 
conditions of his home, of politics, etc. Authors of education appear as 
infringements upon the individual, even the social dilettante and the philosophy 
of the overman, the social dogmas, and the democracy of the present age 
threaten the liberty of the individual. The book is practically an argument 
of the individual against society. The author is a strong individual, and 
to some extent his booklet reminds one of Mr. Spencer's The Man versus 
the State. 

If our author and more of his ilk had ever analysed the nature of 
society they would find that society after all is the product of many 
individuals, and that the individual in its turn is nothing but the product 
of social factors. Our very language is a product of social institutions, the 
exchange of thought among members of a social group. Thus the whole 
idea of isolating the individual and setting society, to which it owes its origin, 
up as its worst enemy, is a miscomprehension of the situation. 



